
Dear Highlands Parents/Guardians,  

 
At Highlands, we have the strong desire 
to help each child to LOVE reading.  It is 
an important passion for life and weôd 
like parents to understand how all chil-
dren can love reading not just a select 
few.  Readers can be created and are not 
just born.  You too can help your child to 
LOVE reading.   
 
As our staff has been studying more 
about literacy instruction this year we 
have encountered research by respected 
educators in the field of literacy educa-
tion.  In a December 29th article in The 
Washington Post, Richard Allington was 
quoted as saying that, ñthe average higher 
achieving students read approximately 
three times as much a week as their lower 
achieving classmates.ò  He states simply 
that, ñThe more kids read, the better they 
read, and the more reading they continue 
to do.ò  So what implications does this 
have for school and for home?  Some of 
the ideas from the Washington Post arti-
cle follow and I hope you find them to be 
helpful in creating that love of reading for 
your child.  
 
First, children need special time 
dedicated to read each day both at 
home and at school.   In school we are 
trying diligently to find more time for our 
students to read.  We call this ñread and 
relax timeò or ñindependent reading 
time.ò  We try very hard not to interrupt 
this reading time during the day.  At 
home, even finding fifteen minutes a day 
when you turn off the TV and have family 
time reading will make a difference to 
your child as a reader.  Try it for a week.  
Everyone stop what they are doing at an 
agreed upon time and read!  Each person 
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should choose what they read, a maga-
zine, a book or a newspaper, whatever 
interests you.  Then it is simple.  Just 
read and enjoy! 
 
Children need books surrounding 
them in their home and school en-
vironment.   Over the years our gener-
ous Home and School Board has sup-
ported purchasing more books for class-
rooms so children can read at their inde-
pendent and instructional level.  Teachers 
are constantly adding to their classroom 
libraries.  Thanks to Home and School, I 
am able to give each child a book for his/
her birthday.  At home you do not have to 
purchase books.  Visit the library and 
bring lots of books home for your new 
found reading time.  Books should be at 
your childôs reading level and his/her 
teacher can help you with understanding 
what level your child is currently reading.  
A good rule of thumb is to have your child 
read a page of a book he/she is interested 
in.  If he/she makes five errors, perhaps 
the book is too hard unless your child has 
a lot of background knowledge or high 
interest in the topic.  Each week try to 
have some books at their reading level 
and some at their high interest level.   
 
Children need to see reading mod-
els in their lives.   They need to see the 
adults they respect reading and gaining 
enjoyment from reading.  In school we 
read aloud to children on a regular basis.  
We also share our lives as readers with 
our students and let them know we are 
avid readers.  ñAdults who read and share 
their love of reading with kids send a 
powerful message that reading matters 
for personal reasons not just academic 
ones.ò   
 Continued on page 2. 



Again this year Highlands teachers are offering a summer opportunity for students to 
develop stronger writing skills.  The course will be taught by our teachers and provide a 
one teacher to five student ratio, necessary for prompt feedback during the writing proc-
ess.  The focus of the program will be on the writing process, structured much like 
Writerôs Workshop which so many students claim as their favorite part of the day.   
 
Registration is now open and closes on March 16.  Fee for participation is $135 per ses-
sion. 
 
 Program Date Options:   Program Time Options:  
 June 7 - 18    8:00 -9:45 and 10:00-11:45 
 August 2 - 13    8:00 -9:45 and 10:00-11:45 
 
All classes will be held at Highlands School.  Please locate the registration form, available 
on our school website in the virtual backpack, and return to school as this will be filled 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
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HIGHLANDS HAPPENINGS 

Remember back to the day of Kindergarten Round-Up?  We 
have a new name for it, but continue the same traditions.  On 
February 22, we invited 87 families to the school to hear about 
our Kindergarten Program.  Thanks to Mrs. Pajor and Mrs. Kelly 

for sharing a new presentation that high-
lighted what a typical student day is like.  
Our goal is to get as many families regis-
tered as are interested, so we can better 
predict staff needs.  Will we offer 3 or 4 
sections of Kindergarten for 2010-11? 
Commitment by parents will determine the 
outcome.   
 
Pictured here are second grade students that served as student 
escorts as our incoming K students visited for their Preview Day.  

Kindergarten Preview Day 

Summer Writing Workshop at Highlands 

Giving kids choices about what they 
read is important .  All people prefer 
making their own choices, and at least 
some of the time, children should be able 
to select what they read.  If we force chil-
dren to read what we want them to read, 
they will not learn to love reading.   
 
Most important of all, children should 
get the message that all children 
can LOVE reading.   Children are not 

just born loving to read and with oppor-
tunity to read each day, lots of books to 
choose from and strong role models as 
readers, all children can love reading and 
become successful readers.  Readers are 
made not born and what we do as adults 
in the lives of our kids can foster the love 
of reading! 
 
All for the Kids,  

Susan Stuckey 



Parent Teacher Conferences 
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Traffic Issues at Highlands 

If we think about safety first, this request 
will make sense to everyone that has made 
the drop-off or pick -up run for a student at 
Highlands.  Do not leave your car unat-
tended in the pick-up lanes.  This creates a 
bottleneck for cars that get loaded and are 
ready to pull forward.   
 
Pick-up and drop-off guidelines were hand 
delivered to all drivers during the weeks of 
February 8 and 16.  If we all work together, 
we can create the safest setting for our stu-
dents. 
 
If you did not get an updated pick-up 
guidelines note, please be aware that we 

DEMANDING ACTIVITIES:  When Are They Too Much? 

Whether your child is involved in sports, 
music, the arts, or another activity, there 
often comes a time when he/she finds him/
herself involved in an activity that demands 
a great deal of time and money.  In our ñgo-
go-goò society, there are a growing number 
of activities that now require kids to give 
almost all of their free time to participate.  
How do you know when this is the right 
thing to do?  MVP Parents.com January 
2010 offered the following ideas: 
 
Tips for all parents:  

Talk about your values regarding  
 success. 
Allow time to practice and master a 

skill.  
Consider the pros and cons of  
 demanding activities.  
 

Parents with children ages birth to 5:  
Limit your childôs demanding  
 activities. 
 

Notice how your child reacts to  
 activities. 
Make sure you have family time  
 scheduled. 

 
Parents with children ages 6 to 9:  
Follow your childôs interests. 
Keep an eye on your childôs  
 enthusiasm. 
Find out the demands of activities. 

 
Parents with children ages 10 to 15:  

Ask questions about activities up front.  
Get to know the adult leaders of  
 activities 
See how activities affect the rest of 
your childôs life. 

 
More information is available about each 
age group by going on line at the above 
mentioned website.  Source:  2009 Search 
Institute, Everyday Parenting Ideas e-
Newsletter. 

All teachers will hold conferences on Thursday, March 11 from 5:00-8:30 PM and on Friday, 
March 12 from 8:00 AM ï Noon.  Each conference is fifteen minutes and parents are noti-
fied ahead of time with a conference planner/notice from the classroom teacher. 
 
In addition, the following teachers who have more than 30 students have additional dates/
times scheduled to meet with parents.  Thanks in advance for making your attendance at 
these meetings a priority!  
 
Project Idea Plus-Ms. Kouri & Mr. Horner   3/8  
Kindergarten Conferences-Mrs. Pajor & Mrs. Kelly  3/10 (All Day)  
Project Idea Conferences with Ms. Craine  3/12 (5-8:30pm) and 3/18 (AM)  

intend to use Lane 3 at pick-up on days 
when traffic is heavy.  This means that Mr. 
Wills or Mr. Kessler, Safety Directors, will 
be routing vehicles to the two lanes clos-
est to the building (Lanes 1 & 2) and also 
sending some cars to the far lane closer 
to the marquee (Lane 3). 
 
Finally, please be aware that effective 
January 1, 2010 a new law went into 
effect which prohibits the use of hand 
held cell phones while driving through a 
school or construction speed zone.  See 
http://www.naperville.il.us/  

2010cellphonelaws.aspx . 

http://www.naperville.il.us/2010cellphonelaws.aspx
http://www.naperville.il.us/2010cellphonelaws.aspx

