
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

In an effort to communicate our stu-
dent achievement as measured on the 
state testing, ISAT, Illinois Student 
Achievement Test given each March, I 
am sharing historical performance 
charts from our past five years.  In both 
core academic areas of reading and 
mathematics, we have improved in the 
number of students in the exceeds 
category.  In math, 67% of our students 
exceeded while in reading 69% of 
Highlands students exceeded. This is 
always a goal to move more students 
into the top range of achievement.  In 
math, our meets/exceeds category re-
mains high, as the previous year, with 
97% of Highlands students meeting or 
exceeding state standards.  In reading 
our meets/exceeds category soared to 
99%. 

 

During our Data Retreat in September, 
we studied those students that made 

more growth than anticipated and 
asked ourselves what caused this great 
success?  Likewise, we reviewed stu-
dents that fell in anticipated growth 
and teachers are ensuring an interven-
tion is in place to support learning 
needs. 

 

Our 2009 Illinois School Report Card 
is available for downloading from our 
District 203 website and also available 
in hardcopy by request at our school 
office.  If you have any questions about 
our instructional strategies, curriculum 
or student interventions, please feel 
free to contact the school office to ar-
range a conference with myself.  I am 
always very proud of the studentsô suc-
cess, as we know this stems from home 
routines, parental involvement and 
great quality instruction by our staff!  

 
All for the Kids,  
Susan Stuckey 
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in our short ceremony.  Selected stu-
dents participate in the ceremony in a 
variety of ways.  We will begin 
promptly at 8:15 AM on Wednesday, 
November 11.  

learners, complex 
thinkers, collabora-
tive workers, qual-
ity producers and 
community con-
tributors.ò 

 

Our staff will brainstorm 
how to define each of the 
learner attributes and 
what evidence students 
would provide to dem-
onstrate their under-
standing of the mission.   
We strongly believe the 
foundation we have cre-
ated with the Habits of 
Mind language will sup-
port our work as all 
staff, students and par-

There will be no school 
for children the day be-
fore Thanksgiving, yet 
teachers will be gather-
ing at Highlands to con-
tinue our work on the 
School Improvement 
Plan.  The goal of learn-
ing for the day will be to 
discuss as a staff what it 
would look like if High-
landsô students owned 
the different strands of 
the District 203 Mission.  
For your review, our 
mission states: 

 

ñDistrict 203 will 
educate students to 
be self-directed 
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Study Skills Academy 

Parents are welcome to 
join students and staff as 
we gather around the 
flag pole to honor all 
veterans and military 
personnel.  We are ask-
ing if any parents have 
served in the military or 
are active in duty, please 
contact the office as we 
would like to include you 

Veteranõs Day CeremonyñWednesday, November 11, 2009 

sire to improve and parent approval.  
This after-school support began the 
week of October 19. 

Once again our Naperville Education 
Foundation is providing the funding so 
that Highlands may offer an after 
school Study Skills Academy to support 
student learning needs.  This year, Mr. 
Polites, Mrs. Nemeth and Mrs. Ku-
rolenko are the leaders of this three day 
offering.  Students were selected based 
on academic need in mathematics, de-

HIGHLANDS HAPPENINGS 

Staff Development DayñNovember 25th 

ents have common lan-
guage to use when work-
ing towards developing 
these mission attributes. 

 

In addition, our staff will 
continue our study of 
Reading to Understand , 
staff development fo-
cused on the research 
done by Regie Routman. 

 

òDistrict 203 will educate 

students to be self-

directed learners, com-

plex thinkers, collabora-

tive workers, quality pro-

ducers and community 

contributors.ó 

http://www.naperville203.org/community/AboutNEF.asp
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With parent -teacher conferences being in October, parents will receive report 
cards during November sharing trimester one progress.  The first trimester 
ends on November 11 and teachers will be sending home report cards on 
Wednesday, November 18.  Please sign the envelope and return  it to school so that 
we know you have received the progress information.  We will use this envelope 
again in March for second trimester progress. 
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Curriculum NightsñWas the revised format better? 

Report Cards 

In November 2008 Highlands Staff asked parents to give input on the beginning of 
the year Curriculum Night format.  You responded that youôd like to have the class-
room teacher speak individually in the classroom to parents, create the content to be 
less in depth about the curriculum and make the overall presentation shorter.  

 

In September 2009 we surveyed parents again to see if we hit the mark with our 
revised presentations.  Your feedback told the Highlands Staff yes, indeed, the re-
vised presentations were well received!  Here is some of the data we collected: 

93% of parents highly value  time in the classroom meeting the teacher. 

89% of parents highly value  getting information on the best ways to com-
municate with the classroom teacher. 

89% of parents highly value  hearing about homework expectations. 

86% of parents highly value  learning tips for parents about how you can 
help your child.  

83% of parents prefer to keep the structure of our curriculum night the 
same for next year (split over two nights with different grade levels present-
ing on different nights).  

Early Boy Scout Gift to School 

This yearôs fifth grade Boy Scout troop has been busy 
making steps to donate to Highlands School.  This 
was an extreme need as the stairs we use during mu-
sic performances must be as old as the school, 52 
years old!  These new steps are sturdy and very at-
tractive.  Mrs. Wrobel is thrilled!  Thanks to the 
Hawks Den, including students Scott Smith, Emer-
son King, Troy Hudetz, Ben VanPoucke,  Jake 
Schillo and Grant Ericksen.  The parent leaders are 
Ellen Smith and Cathy VanPoucke.  Thanks for this 
gift to our school.  

93% of parents highly 

value time in the class-

room meeting the 

teacher. 



Dear Highlands Parents & Guardians, 

 

Can you believe that the holiday season is right around the corner? We just got done 
carving pumpkins! Is anyone else excited about seeing the ñCharlie Brownò specials 
that are shown during this time of the year? 

 

Student Advisory Board  

In October, we had our first S.A.B. (Student Advisory Board) meeting. Both Mr. 
Kresl and I were very impressed with the ideas and caring attitudes that the stu-
dents posses. Our group of 40 students will be meeting monthly in the LRC. We will 
meet on the first Thursday of every month and depending on our current activity, 
there may be additional meetings throughout the month as well. There will also be 
ñcommitteeò work which may take place during lunch and recess hours.  

 

Our goal continues to be helping our students develop responsibility and leadership 
skills as well as to help establish a sense of pride for our school and community. All 
of our activities will be student planned and developed with minimal support from 
Mr. Kresl and myself. Our recycling program started in October and we held a spirit 
week as well. More activities will be coming soon as we will be doing some commu-
nity outreach during the holiday season. If you have any ideas, questions, or con-
cerns, please donôt hesitate to contact one of us. 

 

Fire Drill News  

In October, our plan was to practice a fire drill during lunch. As of the time of this 
writing, the weather has yet to cooperate, but hopefully we will be able to have it 
before it gets too cold. We did feel that practicing this procedure was important as 
you never know when an emergency could occur and we want to make sure our stu-
dents are prepared.  

 

The drill was to take place as the students were being dismissed from the lunchroom 
and either return to class or go out to recess. No actual lunch time was to be lost 
because of the drill. The students would be dismissed through the door in the 
lunchroom that goes directly outside as well as the main doors of the school. 

 

Naperville Fire Department  

In other fire drill news, the Naperville Fire Department came to Highlands on 
October 26th to observe our schoolôs fire drill procedures. The fire fighters gra-
ciously stayed behind after the drill and had an assembly for our first and sec-

ond grade students. Students learned about safety procedures as well as the job of a 
firefighter.  

 

Behavior Expectations  

The last week of October we took some time as a school to review our behavioral 
expectations.  S.A.B. members reviewed our expectations over the announcements 
and teachers reviewed them in their classrooms. Please take some time to review 
these expectations with your child(ren). See if they can remember the expectations 
for their classroom, the hallway, the bathroom, the bus, and lunch and recess. 
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News from the Asst. Principal, Tony Valenza 

HIGHLANDS HAPPENINGS 

S.A.B.õs goal continues 

to be helping our stu-

dents develop responsi-

bility and leadership 

skills as well as to help 

establish a sense of 

pride for our school and 

community.  
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Fourth Grade is on a Mission 

Fall has arrived and the fourth grade 
students at Highlands have settled into 
their classroom routines.  With 
thoughts of science, reading strategies, 
and multiplication facts dancing in 
their heads, students are learning more 
content than they ever have before in 
their school lives.  In fourth grade, in-
dependence is stressed daily and re-
sponsibility seems to be a major vo-
cabulary word every week.  Fourth 
graders dive into learning, willing to try 
anything that involves creative thinking 
and a chance to flex their ever-
developing cognitive processes.  At 
Highlands, our focus on the Habits of 
Mind and the Mission Statement is 
perfect for our students. They are eager 
to apply new concepts on their own and 
show that they can be self-directed 
learners, complex thinkers, and col-
laborative workers.  

 
Recently, the fourth grade teachers 
asked their students to define what 
each of these three parts of the Mission 
Statement meant to them and what 
they do in the classroom to show how 
they incorporate this type of thinking 
into their daily learning.  According to 
Anna W., a self-directed learner ñé
doesnôt have to be told what to do.  
They learn instantaneously.  They push 
themselves to learn by themselves.ò  
Julia says, ñWhen I am a self-directed 
learner, I try to find answers to my 
questions on my own.  This is better 
than having others always tell you what 
to do.   Discovering answers is hard 
work, but it can be fun, too.ò  Nikki 
writes, ñI am a self-directed learner in 
the classroom because I stick to my 
task and work independently without 
any distractions.ò  As teachers, we en-
courage students to make decisions for 
themselves, be problem solvers, and 
manage their impulsivity by thinking 
through ideas and challenges before 
asking for help.  

 
The concept of being a complex thinker 
is perhaps the most challenging for 
fourth grade students.  Those who are 

complex thinkers think flexibly, listen 
to multiple perspectives, approach 
tasks from multiple angles, and use 
creativity to drive their ideas.  At this 
age, students are beginning to learn 
how to put all of these pieces together.  
In the classroom, Alex writes, ñWhen I 
am a complex thinker, I am in deep 
thought to learn more.   I try to under-
stand other peopleôs feelings and opin-
ions.  This will make me a better stu-
dent.ò  Gabriel comments, ñA complex 
thinker doesnôt stop when he thinks of 
one thing.  He innovates on that idea.ò  
Finally, Joshua sums it up by saying, ñI 
explain in detail almost everything re-
lated to the topic.  I think deeply and 
wonder a lot.ò 

 
In fourth grade, we work in a variety of 
group settings.  Reading groups, math 
groups, social studies teams, science 
partnerships, and even spelling bud-
dies are all different ways students 
learn to work collaboratively.  Students 
need to be ready to take on the real 
world challenge of working with differ-
ent kinds of people, and to be willing to 
listen and make compromises.  Cairo 
sums it up best by writing, ñA collabo-
rative worker is a person who is easy to 
work with.  When youôre working with 
a collaborative work, she listens to your 
ideas, works equally, and thinks flexi-
bly.ò 
 
The fourth grade students at Highlands 
are ready for the challenge of living the 
Mission Statement!  
 
~The fourth grade team:  
Mrs. Keith, Mr. Kessler, Mr. Kresl, and 

Mrs. Turgeon  

Recently, the fourth 

grade teachers asked 

their students to define 

three parts of the Mission 

Statement and what each 

meant to themselves. 

Fourth grade students 

work in a variety of 

group settings so they 

can experience the real 

world challenge of work-

ing with different kinds 

of people and being will-

ing to listen and make 

compromises.  



With Clothing Exchange and Gift wrap 
sales completed in September, Book 
Fair took center stage in our fundrais-
ing efforts during the month of Octo-

ber.  Ice Cream sales and 
the MANNA program 
also continued to raise 
important funds.  Volun-
teer efforts this past 
month also included  
production of the High-
lands directory, Fall 
classroom parties, ñWalk 

to School Dayò and Vision/Hearing 
screenings.  

 

Once again, Book Fair took place dur-
ing the week of parent-teacher confer-
ences.  Andersons Bookstore provided 
the books and our Highlands chairs 
Cheryl Fortman  and Julie Tarter  
donated many hours of their time pre-
paring for and managing this event.  
They were joined by over 35 parent 
volunteers who assisted with set-up 
and daily management of the Book 
Fair.  Their combined efforts along 
with the generosity of all Highlands 
parents and students resulted in a 
profit of over $2,000.  

 

Our room parent chairs Laura 
Anderson, Susie Fischer, and Jes-
sica Ranquist  have been hard at work 
since the beginning of the school year 
preparing the Highlands directory.  The 
directories were distributed via back-
packs in mid October.  If you didnôt 
receive a copy, youôre welcome to pick 
one up at the office.  Thanks also to our 
room parent chairs and room parents 
for making this yearôs Fall parties a 

memorable event for our children.   

 

Cathy Van Poucke  also deserves 
thanks for her continued efforts as our 
Health and Safety committee chair.  
During October, she organized ñWalk 
to School Dayò as well as vision and 
hearing screenings.  ñWalk to School 
Dayò was a blustery, cold day, yet many 
children and their parents braved the 
elements to participate in this worth-
while event. 

 

Some Home and School activities occur 
throughout the year and are staffed by 
volunteers who tirelessly give their 
time on a weekly basis.  Thank you to 
Megan DeTurris, Claire Dunnett , 
Christy King , and Patti Schroeder  
for their efforts in making Ice Cream 
sales during Wednesday lunch periods 
a continued success.  Our children look 
forward to this mid -week treat and 
profits from ice cream sales help fund 
the 5th grade Outdoor Education pro-
gram.   Thanks also to Gretchen Con-
nors  and Shirley Kan  for their dedi-
cation to the MANNA program and to 
Michelle Hanssell  for her willing-
ness to provide babysitting during the 
October Home and School meeting.   

 

Please join us for the next Home and 
School meeting on Friday , Novem-
ber 13 th  at 9:00 am  in the Teachersô 
lounge.  All Highlands parents and 
guardians are welcome. 

 

Ann Matthews, Amy Wallace,  

Susan Rocco and Susan Weber 

Highlands Home & School Exec Board 
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Home & School Exec Board 

HIGHLANDS HAPPENINGS 

Jayceeõs Food Drive 

Highlands  will again be participating in the Naperville Jay-
cees' Food Drive in November to benefit Loaves and 
Fishes.  Watch for a flyer with details in your child's backpack.  
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This yearôs Book Fair was again a successful fundraiser for our school.  During the 
entire week, we generated over $10,000.00 in sales.  Twenty percent (20%)  comes 
back to support Highlands programs!  

 

A big thank you goes out to all of the volunteers who helped us through out the 
week:  Chris Svab, Amy Connelly, Cynthia Summers, Stacy Hood, Kathy Ruiz, 
Christy King,  Chris Brockhouse, Christine Straka, Janel Jaeger-Connelly, Arshia 
Quraishi, Shari McCormick, Molly Fuller, Lisa Kahn, Coreen Donofrio, Gretchen 
Connors, Amy Wallace, Debbie Fogelsong, Susie Fischer,  Shirley Kan, Suzanne 
Marrano, Eva Flewellwing, Xiang Wan, Vickie McLennan, Faith Allman, Beth Shuty, 
Ann Matthews, Susan Weber, Ellen Smith, MaryAnn Phillippi, Mary , Ryan, Breanne 
and Bethany Towers and Emma Connelly. 

 

Also, we would like to thank Marcia Van Dyke and the entire LRC staff for the use of 
the LRC during the sale. 

 

All backorder requests have been filled.  They have been sent home in the child's 
backpack or picked up in the school office. 

 

Cheryl Fortman and Julie Tarter, Book Fair Co-Chairs 
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Book Fair Sale a Success! 

Thank you to all Highlands students and their families who participated in the 
Innisbrook Gift Wrap Fundraiser.    This year we raised over $7,300 for use by 
Home and School for various activities throughout the school year.   
 
We would also like to congratulate the top three classes which generated the 
most sales for this fundraiser.  In first place, for the large stuffed elephant 
prize, we had Mrs. Turgeonôs fourth grade class.  In second place, winning an 
animal key chain for each student was Mrs. Kernkampôs third grade class and 
in third place, for an additional 15 minutes of recess, the winning class was 
Mr. Kreslôs fourth grade class.   
 
Also, www.innisbrook.com  is available throughout the year for additional shop-
ping.  Highlands continues to receive profits for these purchases so donôt forget to 
use our school code of 103754.    

Gift Wrap 

Parent UniversityñSaturday, February 6th 

Attendees at the 2010 Parent University will hear keynote speaker Gloria De-
Gaetano talk about ñParenting Well in a Media Age.ò Gloria is founder and CEO of 
The Parent Coaching Institute, (PCI) and an internationally and nationally ac-
claimed educator, author, and speaker.  Registration booklets and forms will be 
available in November. 

http://www.innisbrook.com/
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Grandparentsô Day:  Monday, November 2.  The ever-popular event that al-
lows Highlands students to share their school and engage after school entertaining 
activities with their grandparents.  

 

Parent -Child Book Club :  Tuesday, November 17 for 
grades 4 -5, Wednesday, January 13, 2010 for grades 
2-3 and Thursday, April 15, 2010 for grades K -1.  Three 
grade level book clubs provide student/parents the opportu-

nity to explore larger messages from a carefully selected  book in a fun 
and interactive setting.  

 

Family Math, Grades K -2:  Thursday, December 3, 2009; 7 PM.  
Students will play ñhigher level thinkingò board games with parents and 
other families.  Brought back by popular request. 

 

Family Literacy - Ozzieôs Reading Club:  Monday, January, 25, 
2010. Ozzieôs is a school-wide reading program sponsored by the Kane County Cou-
gars.  Those students who read their way to home plate receive a free Cougar game 
ticket.  

 

Games Around the World :  Tuesday, February 9, 2010.  Families have fun 
while playing games from other cultures.  Students will receive a passport encourag-

ing travel between cultures and games. 

 

Get A Clue !:   Grades 3 -5.  Wednesday, April 7, 2009.  An interactive, 

math mystery night.  A fictional crime has been committed, a police officer is 

present, and students must use their math skills to expose the culprit. 

SFCP Calendar of Events 

Indoor Recess Games 

 As the cold weather is quickly approaching, we are excited to get started 
modeling modern board games to the students that strengthen higher 
level thinking skills. These can be played during the 20 minute indoor 
recess periods.  These games will support Highlands' goal of providing 
opportunities for students to practice the Habits of Mind:   Thinking Flexi-
bly, Persisting, Questioning, and Posing Problems. 

  

There is still time to become involved in your child's classroom!!!   It is a fun way to 
interact with the children.   For more information, please contact Deb 
Fogelsong (630) 717-6757, Kelli Spisak (630) 305-3453, Christine 
Stephens (630) 548-5896, or Carrie Davis (630) 579-0065. 
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New Parent Initiative - Designed to welcome and serve as a resource for new par-
ents.  New families are encouraged to call Laura Cialoni at 357-3045 or Bianca 
Durkin at 718-1728 if you have any questions. 
 
Neighborhood Ambassadors - ñExperiencedò Highlandsô families will assist 
Asian/Pacific Islander families, our largest minority population with distinct cul-
tural differences, to navigate the educational and volunteer processes at Highlands. 

East Highlands - Xiang Wan 630-456-6121 
Pembroke Commons/ Spring Green - Chris Svab 630-717-7772 
Huntington Estates - Laura Cialoni 630-357-3045 
Huntington Ridge - Amy Wallace 630-428-9440 
Fontenaix/Willow Creek - Suzanne Marrano 630-778-9211 
Green Trails South- Dawn Soukup 630-355-8005  
Olesen Estates - Lyndsay Kokoris 305-6025 
PI+ Students - Jin Yuan 630-548-9739 
Instructional Student/Home School - Ranch View -  
 Theresa Mueller 630-715-9999 

 
 
Indoor Recess Thinking Games -Parent volunteers will research 
and introduce higher level thinking games during indoor recess.  In-
formation on purchasing these carefully selected games will be avail-
able to all Highlands families for fun and learning -at-home during 
those cold winter months.  For further information, contact Debbie 
Fogelsong at schteach2@juno.com. 

 
Parent Resource Center - Located in the front lobby.  The PRC contains books, 
videos, magazines and pamphlets on various parenting and education topics.  Also 
available: math manipulatives and an additional copy of our second grade math 
backpack.  This is a self-checkout system.  Also, look for extra copies of any school 
fliers you may have misplaced in the tall, metal spinner located in the lobby. 
 
Take Home Family Math Backpacks - Available to all first and second 
grade families, this backpack contains manipulatives and materials that sup-
port curriculum and make learning -at-home fun.  They are available for check 
out from all first and second grade teachers. 
 
Museum passes - Free admission to Naper Settlement and the Art Institute 
of Chicago available to Highlands families and staff members.  Contact  Jody 
Nelson at 857-3338. 
 
Business Partnerships - Highlands is excited to partner with Edward Hospital to 
bring health education to our students.  We are also happy to continue our relation-
ship with Firehouse #1 and North Central College.  First graders are excited as the 
firemen kindly listen to these children read -a-loud.  North Central College provides 
nearly certified reading teachers to work with our struggling and reluctant readers.  
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SFCP On-Going Programs 
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 Ritu Ahuja  

 Celeste Benak 

 Shanlynn Broaders 

 Chris Brockhouse 

 Rebecca Brown 

 Tami Brown  

 Tina Bukowski  

 Cindy Bunting  

 Donna Burke 

 Leslie Cameli 

 Kathleen Carrigan 

 Kim Cerveney 

 Sandy Cho 

 Melissa Ciezadlo 

 Barb Collings 

 Aimee Condon 

 Gretchen Conners 

 Brian Costello 

 Suzanne Costello 

 Tracey Cowart 

 Katie Cudzik 

 Dee Dauber 

 Cindy DeWulf -Shipley 

 Elizabeth DiCianni  

 Claire Dunnett  

 Bianca Durkin  

 Andrea Durren  

Rita Emge 

Meg Engelhorn 

Judy Erl  

Angie Ferryman 

Susan Findling 

Susie Fisher 

Jessica Flannery 

Debbie Fogelsong 

Cheryl Fortman 

Misty Fragen 

Molly Fuller  

Sherri Gerner 

Gail Gersic 

Jessie Gilligan 

Diane Glines 

Karl Goetz 

Kelly Goetz 

Jennifer Graeber 

Debbie Guzman 

Amy Harbour  

Jennifer Hay  

Patty Hayes 

Barbara Herr  

Lillian Hou  

Shirley Huang 

Kris Izzo 

Janel Jaeger-Connelley 

Tracey Jaramillo 

Bela Javeir 

Bruce Jin 

Shirley Kan 

Amy Kaszuba 

Rita Kaufmann  

Christy King  

Marie King  

Liz Kruk  

Julie Kulak  

Dawn Lacey 

Horace Lai 

Kelly Liao 

Hong Lin  

Barbara Liska 

Lucia Loo 

Dawn Louise 

Nancy Ma 

Alicia McClung 

Diana McCullough 

Kristin Meadows  

Blanca Morales 

Theresa Mueller 

Carol Naughton 

Jody Nelson 

Doreen Nemeth 

Brandi Northrup  

Melynda Onusaitis 

Stacy O'Reilly 

Katie Orend 

Shannon Penn 

Heather Pflug 

Sam Provenzano 

Charlie Radeke 

Veronica Radeke 

Lori Ragus 

Reva Ramachandron 

Steph Raquel 

Jennifer Rembrecht  

Anne Renggli 

Nancy Rivas 

Iryna Rokhmanaova 

Martha Rose 

Amy Rossi 

Jill Rotta  

Pam Schettek 

Margaret Schmidt  

Cindi Schoek 

Susan Schroeck 

Patti Schroeder 

Noel Senuta 

Molly Shanahan 

Xioayan (Sharon) Shi 

Jennifer Shipley 

Beth Shuty 

Debbie Siebers 

Susie Snyders 

Elizabeth Sorensen 

Dawn Soukup 

Justine Stange 

Sooyoung Tak 

Julie Tarter  

Michelle Teteak 

Courtney Thomas 

Terry Thompson 

Caroline Trepalacios 

Jennifer Tryban  

Beth Tukker 

Emily VanderLaan 

Cathy VanPoucke 

Susan Wade 

Amy Wallace 

Xiang Wan 

Michele Wanner 

Lynn Weiss 

Cheryl Wheatley 

Kristen Whittaker  

Ann Yan 

Clothing Exchange Thanks YOU! 

We would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped at this year's Fall 
Clothing Exchange. The sellers and buyers were pleased with their experiences and our 
school benefitted enormously as we made over $11,000 profit from the sale.   The money 
made from Clothing Exchange helps provide funding in many areas including SFCP, Art Awareness, before and 
after school activities and classroom books. The sale also benefits our community at large because many of the 
unsold clothes marked for donation go directly to Naperville  area charities.  

 

 The number of volunteers required to run the sale is enormous and it would not be feasible without the help of so 
many parents who took time out of their already busy schedules . We hope the volunteer experience was enjoyable 
for everyone.  The following list may not include volunteers who came at the last minute to help.  This exemplifies 
the  concept that when people come together cohesively with a common goal they can accomplish wonderful 
things. We are fortunate to belong to a community of generous people who give freely of their time and efforts.  

 

Thank You,   Lise Nauman, Maria Mulhair,   Cynthia Summers, Deb Willson 

Clothing Exchange Subchairs 

Karen Brandt   

Megan DeTurris  

Melanie Greenberg  

Tina Katsis    

Vicki McLennan   

Wendy Serafin   

Ellen Smith  

Chris Svab  

Caryn Thompson   

Ramona Vaikutis   

Clothing Exchange Volunteers 
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 Please join SFCP for  

  Parent-Child Book  
 

Featuring: The Jacket 
By Andrew Clements 

 

òWhen Phil sees another kid wearing his brotherõs jacket, he assumes 
the jacket was stolen. It turns out he was wrong, and Phil has to ask 
himself the question: would he have made the same assumption if the 
boy wearing the jacket hadnõt been African American? And that ques-

tion leads to others that reveal some unsettling truths about Philõs  

neighborhood, his family, and even himself.ó 
 

When:   Tuesday, November 17th 

  7:00 ð 8:00 pm   

Where:  Highlands LRC 

Who:   4th and 5th graders WITH a parent or guardian 

 

Like other book discussion groups, the Highlands Parent Child Book Club offers a forum for small-

group discussion of a book that all participants (kids and parents) will have read prior to the evening.  

Groups of parent-child pairs will meet for one hour and discuss the book.  A Discussion Leader will 

assist with openers and guided questions (provided) to keep the discussion moving.  An activity sheet 

will be sent home with confirmations for the students to fill out and share at the meeting.  All mem-

bers of the group are encouraged to participate and discuss their thoughts, questions, connections 

and opinions to build a deep understanding and appreciation for the book. 

 

Book available for sale for $4.25 by the LRC. 

Questions may be directed to Cheryl Fortman 778-6939 or Tami Brown 416-3857. 

 

-------------------------------------------Cut Here and Return----------------------------------- 

 

Childõs Name _______________________________ Grade/Teacher ________________ 

 

Parentõs Name/Phone _____________________________________________________ 

 

_____  I would like to attend the Parent Child Book Club  

_______ I am willing to be a discussion leader for my group. 

_______  I would like to purchase a copy of the book for $4.25 in the LRC. Enclosed is a    

            check payable to Highlands School or cash in the amount of $4.25. 

 

Please return this coupon to your childõs teacher by Friday, November 6th. 

Teachers:  Please send responses to the SFCP mailbox.  Thank you. 



Monarch Award: Illinois'  K-3 Children's Choice Award 

The Monarch Award: Illinoisô K-3 Childrenôs Choice Award ñis designed to 
encourage Illinois children to read critically and to become familiar with 
childrenôs books, authors, and illustrators.  This award is named for the 
Monarch Butterfly and symbolizes the growth, change and freedom that 
characterize the emergent reader.  The Monarch Award is given annually to 
an author and/or illustrator of a book voted as their favorite by participating 
K-3 children in Illinois.ò Highlands students in grades kindergarten 
through third will be participating in this program by having the 
books in contention for the award read to them or reading them 
independently, then voting on their favorites in February.  

 

Rebecca Caudill Young Readers' Book Award 

The Rebecca Caudill Young Readers' Book Award is 
an annual award given to the author of the book 
voted most outstanding by students in grades four 
through eight in participating Illinois schools.   

The award is named in honor of Rebecca Caudill 
who lived and wrote in Urbana, Illinois, for nearly 
50 years. The award is given in recognition for her 
literary talent and the universal appeal of her books 
which have touched the hearts of many children and 
young adults.  Highlands students in grades 
four and five, and PI+ will be participating in 
this program, by reading or listening to the 
books in contention for the award, then voting on their favorite in Feb-
ruary.  

 

Battle of the Books 

Students meet for the Literary Club  twice monthly from October to March to dis-
cuss literature that is selected from the Battle of the Books list. Coordinated by Mrs. 
Burns and Mrs. Keith, activities include discussions, games, speakers about topic 
related to the literature, and videos. The students benefit from the reading and high-
level discussions. The books are selected by a committee composed of district educa-
tors, public library personnel, and bookstore representatives. In March, students 
who wish to compete against other schools answering questions about the 40 books, 
may try out for the Highlands 4 th and 5th grade Battle of the Books teams. 

 

You may obtain lists of the titles included in the 2010 Award collections 
by accessing our Highlands LRC webpage, through our public libraries, 
or local bookstores.  
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LRC News from Mrs. VanDyke 

HIGHLANDS HAPPENINGS 

http://monarchaward.blogspot.com/
http://www.rebeccacaudill.org/


NOVEMBER 2009 

Share A Book  is a great way to say thanks!  With the upcoming 
holidays, keep in mind that donating a book to the LRC through 
the Share A Book program is a way to say thank you or Happy 
Holidays.  Any book donated to honor a staff member, family 
member, or your child will become part of the Highlands LRC.  
This helps our kids by making the collection of available books 
bigger and better! 

 

If you donate a book for your child, he/she has the honor of being 
the first person to check out the book.  The nameplate in the front 
of the book is always there as a reminder of your gift. 

 

Here's How it Works:  

1) Write a check made out to Highlands Home and School  for the 
amount of $15.00 . 

2) Fill out the form below and send in your donation to the classroom 
teacher.  

3)  The teacher will then send the form to the LRC and Mrs. VanDyke or 
Mrs. LLewellyn will invite your child to choose  an age-appropriate 
book available on the Share a Book shelf. Books are carefully selected that 
would be wonderful additions to the general circulation of the LRC. Parents 
may also supply a book of their choice. Or, you may bring in a new, hard 
cover book of your choice. 

4) All book donations will be recorded  in the next issue of the High-
lands Happenings, as well as a certificate  to the person being honored. 

 

If you have further questions, you may also contact Home and School Share-a-Book 
Committee Chair, Chris Svab, at 983-7773, jcasvab@hotmail.com. 

PAGE 13 

Share A Book 

Recent Share-A-Book Donations 
Date  

Shared  

  

Book Title  

  

Author  

  

Shared 
By  

  

Shared 
With  

  

Dedication  

09/18/09  Three little 
ghosties 

Pippa Good-
hart  

Mom, Da, 
George 

and Max 

Ingrid Lowery  Happy 9th Birthday  

09/22/09  The discovery of 
America 

Geronimo 
Stilton  

Mom  Luke Wallace Hereôs to a great year in Mrs. 
Kernkampôs class! 

09/22/09  A fabumouse 
school adventure 

Geronimo 

Stilton  

Mom  Anna Wallace Hereôs to a great year in Mr. 
Kesslerôs class 

09/29/09  Houndsley and 
Catrina and the 

quiet time  

James Howe   Victoria  

Figueroa 

Happy Birthday  

09/29/09  Sloppy Joe Dave Keane Mom, Dad, 
Jackie and 
Norah  

Brian Hayes In honor of this 8 th birthday  

09/30/09  Abigail Spells Anna Alter  Mom and 
Dad 

Evelyn 
Cottrell  

Happy Seventh Birthday 

10/13/09  The magical Ms. 
Plum 

Bonny Becker   Sangita Setlur Happy Birthday  



Highlands Elementary 
 

525 S. Brainard Street 

Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Office #: 630-420-6335 

Sick Line #:  630-420-6534 

www.napervile203.org/highlands 
 

Calling all Dominickõs Shoppers! 
Are you a Dominickôs shopper? Did you know that every time that you shop at 
Dominickôs you can earn Highlands money?  ITôS SO EASY!  In order to allocate 
your purchases to count for Highlands all you have to do is register your Dominickôs 
Fresh Card.  You only have to register ONCE and every purchase counts.  It is auto-
matically tracked from your Dominickôs Fresh Card.  

 

Go to www.escript.com 

Going into the part that says ï about the program towards the top 

Put in our ID # 6515190 or Group name ï Highlands Home and School Association 

Click on the Highlands Home and School Association that is highlighted  

Provide your information  

Select your card type-Dominickôs then put in your card number 

You can skip past the parts that say register additional credit card and retail credit. 

You are then successfully registered- ITôS THAT EASY! 

 

Join the many families that are doing this quick and easy way to earn their childôs 
school additional money.    

A Whale of a School 

Ice Cream Sales on Wednesdays 
Donôt forget-- fourth grade is selling ice cream during lunch on Wednesdays!  A vari-
ety of ice cream treats are available for $.75 cents each.  Students can purchase the 
treats with cash or they can buy booklets of 10 coupons for $7.50 (please make 
checks payable to: Highlands Elementary School ).  Students should bring the 
cash or checks in their lunchboxes for use on the day of sales.  As in past years, the 
proceeds from the sales are used to help fund the 5th grade Outdoor Education trip.  
Ingredients for all ice cream served are available in the ice cream mailbox in the 
kitchen.  
 
Any questions, you can contact, Megan DeTurris, 544-6259, Claire Dunnett, 357-
5354, Christy King, 717-8278 or Patti Schroeder, 428-0556. 

http://www.escript.com/
http://www.escrip.com/
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