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Target

We will show you how to plan for 
college and career options beyond 

high school.



What will you do?



4 Year Colleges & Universities

• Offers bachelors degrees for the 
undergraduate population in a variety of 
subject areas.  
– Graduates may have a higher projected earning potential than 

those holding a 2 year degree.

• Most universities may offer advanced degree 
programs after the completion of a bachelors 
degree. 
– i.e. Masters, Doctorate degrees



Community College

College of Du Page is your local Community College.  
Many students go for a variety of reasons

• Financial savings
• To earn college credit later transfer to a 4 year institution 
• To earn associates degrees
• To earn a certificate for a career - profession

Two Year Private Colleges
Earn an Associate degree

Apply credit towards 4 year bachelor’s degree
Enjoy a Residential Experience



Trades & Apprentice Areas
• Auto Body & Repair
• Automotive Technology
• Certified Nurse Assistant (C.N.A.)
• Computer Information Systems
• Construction Trades
• Cosmetology
• Culinary, Pastry Arts & Hospitality Management
• Electronics & Pre – Engineering Technology
• Fire Science• Fire Science
• Landscape Design & Management
• HVACR
• Manufacturing Technology
• Medical Health Care Careers
• Office Systems Technology / Data Entry
• Residential Wiring / Home Technology 

Integration



Military Services
Welcomes all personality types and offers jobs training in 360 technical fields 

varying from service, public affairs, to legal or graphic design

• Requirements
– HS Diploma
– GPA & Test Scores
– ASVAB (10/11th grade 

level entrance exam)
– Physical Test– Physical Test
– Medical History
– Good Fit for you

• Military  Academies
– Selective programs 
– Nov 1 & Feb 1 deadlines
– Intense application 

process



The admissions process is fast and easy

Do not require an ACT or SAT score(s),

Have career placement services available to students, 

Business & Technology Colleges

“They’ll not only help you get started in a career; 
they’ll help you grow it.”



GAP Year, Vocational & Service

Vocational
• Trades 
• Apprenticeships
• Religious 

Service
• Habitat for 

Humanity

GAP Year

•Travel Abroad

•Experiential Learning

Humanity
• Peace Corps
• Green Peace



Where do YOU begin?

• Testing
• Generate a plan
• Research what is available
• Learn what is appropriate• Learn what is appropriate
• Know your resources
• Familiarize yourself with the application process

• Utilize your counselor throughout



Testing
• PSAE

– Mandated Illinois State Test with ACT

• ACT
– Offered 5 times throughout the year

• SAT Reasoning Test
– Offered 4 times throughout the year– Offered 4 times throughout the year

• SAT Subject Test
– Some highly selective schools will require 2-3
– Taken concurrently with subjects

• AP: Advanced placement
– Not an admissions test

– May be accepted by colleges to award college credit 



PSAE
• “Bubble Day”, Wednesday April 8th

Registration in Comm. Art classes

Pick 4 schools to send your scores to for free!

• Test Dates: Wed. 4/22 & Thurs. 4/23
• First Day of PSAE is ACT• First Day of PSAE is ACT

– Reading Comprehension, Math, Writing, 
Science Reasoning & English

– Scores valid for NCAA

• Second Day Includes
– Math, Reading, Writing, Science, Social Sciences



Additional National Testing Dates

ACT

• April 4th at NCHS

SAT or
SAT Subject Test
• May 2nd @ NCHS

– Registration deadline 
in February 27th

• June 13th

– Registration deadline 
May 8th

• May 2 @ NCHS
– Registration Deadline 

March 31st

• June 6th

– Registration Deadline 
May 5th



Best  
Fit?

Best 
School?



What does this look like for you?
• Size
• Location

– Distance from home
– Urban, Suburban, Rural

• Private vs. Public
– Two Year – Two Year 
– Four Year

• Major – Academic Programs
• Campus Activities
• Cost
• Admissions Selectivity



Do Your Research
• Research

– OUR College and Career Center
– Internet
– Prep HQ
– Calling university admission offices

• Visit with College Admission Reps at NCHS 

• Attend College Fair: 
– SPRING

• ICE Fair @ North Central College - Monday, April 6 2009
– FALL

• College of Du Page Fair 
• Navy Pier College Fair 

• Target your choices 

• Schedule a visit to the college



Community Colleges
• Local: 
• Application (early submissions are given priority registration time)

• Placement Exam (determines college course level)
• COD Tours:  Fridays, 10 am – 11:30 am

• Associate Degrees & / or Career Path Majors• Associate Degrees & / or Career Path Majors

Other Area Community Colleges
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Minimum Admission 
Requirements

•4 years of English
•3 years of Math 
(through Algebra 2) Other Factors(through Algebra 2)

•3 years of Science
•3 years of Social
Studies
•2 years of the Same 
Foreign Language, 
Fine Arts, or 
Vocational Education

Other Factors
•GPA
•ACT/SAT Scores
•Rigor of Courses
•Activities 
•Leadership
•Essay
•Recommendations



State University Admissions 
Guidelines Fall 2009

Eastern Illinois   
No Specific Cut off 
Provided 

Illinois State   
Middle 50% admitted 
students had 22-26 
ACT and 3.5 GPA 

Northern Illinois    
2.75 GPA & ACT 19+ 
2.5 GPA  & ACT 23+ 

Southern Illinois   
Average ACT 23 
C average in core 
academics 

U of I - Chicago   
Average ACT of 
admitted 
Freshmen 23.7 

U of I - Champaign   
Highly Selective 
ACT  28+ 
Business & Engineering 
most Selective 

Chicago State  
GPA 2.5+ & ACT 
18+ 

Northeastern Illinois  
ACT 19+ 

Western Illinois   
GPA 2.5+ & ACT 20+ 
lower GPA requires 
higher ACT 

 

 



NCHS NCHS College & Career CenterCollege & Career Center

Located Located in in Student Services; Student Services; Open 7:30Open 7:30--3:30 daily. 3:30 daily. 
Most Thursdays Most Thursdays evenings evenings 6:306:30--8:30PM8:30PM. . 
Summer Summer hours 7:00 AM until 1:00 hours 7:00 AM until 1:00 PMPM

Staffed by Mrs. Jean ChildersStaffed by Mrs. Jean Childers
•• One on One AssistanceOne on One Assistance•• One on One AssistanceOne on One Assistance
•• College College Applications & Catalogs Applications & Catalogs 
•• College GuidesCollege Guides
•• Help with Prep HQ and Discover accountsHelp with Prep HQ and Discover accounts
•• Scholarship InformationScholarship Information
•• VideoVideo--tape and DVD College tape and DVD College ToursTours



PREP HQ
• Create a Password at Junior Conference

• Log in and learn
– Research colleges by location, type, & major
– Create Resume 
– Monitor the processing of your applications– Monitor the processing of your applications
– Register to meet college reps in the C&CC
– Email alerts from NCHS about events and 

deadlines
– Search for local and national scholarships

• Link onto PREP HQ anytime, anywhere via 
the NCHS website



There is no substitute for seeing a college yoursel f!

Take advantage of long weekends, spring break & 
summer vacation

• Prepare questions
• Schedule  a Tour
• Sit in on a class 

• Eat in the cafeteria
• Stay overnight
• Talk to students



How many applications 
should you submit?

• Varies by student!
• Ideally, 3-5 schools
• “Reach” school• “Reach” school
• “Target” school
• At least one “safety” school

– Academic safety
– Financial safety



Personal Statement
& Essay

• When is it “Optional”?
• Make it unique
• Discuss special 

circumstances
• Essay Workshop in 

NCHS Writing Center NCHS Writing Center 
held each Fall Recommendation  Letter

• Who should write one
– Teacher 
– Counselor

• Provide Recommendation 
Information form



Junior Conference Reminders
– Junior Conference 
with counselor scheduled 
during MARCH/ APRIL
– What do you need to do?

• Watch for postcard with date & time of appointment• Watch for postcard with date & time of appointment
• Be on time
• Ask questions
• Be prepared to discuss YOUR future plans
• Take home College & Career Planning Guide

Visit Student Services Website to 
review our guide & power point

http://www.ncusd203.org/central/html/what/CollegeCe nter/



Questions for
Current SeniorsCurrent Seniors


